


[Play one final game of Simon Says with the group. During the game, be sure to include the titles from each class in the series. “Simon says, ‘March in Place’. Simon says, ‘Jump Up and Down.’ Simon says, ‘Spin Around.’”]

We’ve been studying the book of 1 Peter. This is the final message of the series. So, let’s review what we’ve covered so far.

The overarching theme of this series is how Christians can remain faithful to God when they suffer. That’s because this is a letter written by Simon Peter to the churches who were being persecuted because of their faith in Jesus. 

In lesson 1, Simon said, “March in place.” Marching in place is mostly a pointless exercise, unless you’re in marching band. Sometimes suffering can feel like a pointless experience too. However, Peter reminded the church that their suffering was not pointless. In fact, God has a plan and when it is complete, we will see that our suffering right now was worth it. Knowing that can help us find strength to persevere through it. 

In lesson 2, Simon said, “Jump up and down.” He reminded us that our true identity lies in who our master is. We are God’s special possession. We are a chosen people. We are a royal priesthood. We are a holy nation. Therefore, we do not live by the same guidelines that the rest of the world lives by. We obey God. When He says jump up and down, we do it. This obedience involves respecting those in authority, respecting each other, and working together. 

Last week, in lesson 3, Simon said, “Spin around.” If we are suffering because of our own sin, we need to turn away from our sins and turn back to God. But we can take joy in any suffering we experience for doing what’s right because we know that when that happens, we are just like Jesus, and we will be rewarded for it. 

So here we are, in the final week of Simon Says. And Peter gave some final words of encouragement to the churches before wrapping things up.


1 Peter 5:8-9 (NLT)
Stay alert. Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He prowls around like a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour. Stand firm against him, and be strong in your faith. Remember that your family of believers all over the world is going through the same kind of suffering you are.

For just a moment, close your eyes and imagine you are a gladiator in the Roman colosseum. You’re suited up with an old breastplate, a helmet, and a dull, rusty sword. You’re standing behind the gate, waiting for it to open so that you can enter the arena. You hear the crowd going wild as the fight before yours finishes up. Then, the crowd goes wild a gate on the other side of the arena opens and, for the first time, you get a glimpse of your opponent. It’s a huge lion. They poke it in the backside with a spear to make it angry. And then your gate opens. Before you realize what’s going on, a guard shoves you out and closes the gate behind you. 

I don’t know about you, but I’d probably curl up in a ball, wet myself, and cry out for my mommy. 

Peter painted an image of Satan, our enemy, near the end of his letter. Keep in mind, when he wrote this to the original readers, they had people who tried to destroy them for being Christians. 

And I want you to know that if you are standing for Jesus, Satan will try to knock you down. In fact, the first time you decide to take a stand, he will attack as hard as he can to discourage you so that you will be afraid to stand again in the future. He does this in all sorts of ways. He will poke and prod for a weakness till he finds one. And then he’ll use that weakness repeatedly to keep you down. 

That’s why we need to stay alert. We need to watch out for these attacks and recognize them when they come. Satan will try to hide his attacks by convincing you it’s something else. He’ll use people to attack you. He’ll use your health. He’ll use your finances. He’ll use temptation. Again, he’ll use anything he can until he finds what works. If you are struggling in any area of life, I encourage you to consider if it might be an attack from Satan to keep you from standing firm in your faith. 

If you identify an area where you are under attack, then you need to stand firm in your faith. How can we stand firm in our faith when we are under attack by a lion who is trying to devour us? In other words, how can we fight back against Satan? 

I think Peter answered that question just a couple verses before in chapter 5. Let’s look.

1 Peter 5:6 (NLT)
So humble yourselves under the mighty power of God, and at the right time he will lift you up in honor.

Humility. When we humble ourselves, submissive to God’s command, we will win the fight against Satan and his forces. 

What if you were in that arena facing down that lion, but then you looked to your left and noticed another gladiator standing beside you. He leans over to you and says, “Listen, I’ve been here many times. I know how to defeat this lion. I’ve done it before. Just listen to me and do what I say.” Would you listen? Would you follow his orders? Or would you try to do your own thing and see if you could get it done on your own? 

Only a fool would try doing their own thing. But that’s what we often do in life. God offers Himself as the answer. He tells you, “I have defeated Satan many times before. I know what to do. Just listen to me and do what I say.” And how many times do we tell God, “It’s ok, God. I got this. I’m going to do it my way.” 

Peter told us to humble ourselves under God’s mighty power. And if we do, He will lift us up and honor us at the right time. That time might not be the time you want or expect. But it will be the right time. And you will be as grateful for the timing as you are the way you are lifted up and honored. 

1 Peter 5:7 (NLT) 
Give all your worries and cares to God, for he cares about you.

What are you worried about? What is causing you anxiety right now? How is Satan attacking you? 
· Is there a relationship that’s not going the way you want it to go?
· Are you struggling with sin that you can’t seem to overcome?
· Do you have pain from your past that is eating away at you every day?
· Are the responsibilities of school, extracurriculars, work and family so heavy that you feel like you’re getting crushed?
· Do you find that you are always anxious and you don’t know how to get it under control?

What are you worried about? Satan LOVES to devour us through worries. Give your worries to God. Tell Him what you are worried about. And then surrender them to God. Because He cares about you. 

God cares about you. Let that sink in for a moment. God cares about you. 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the Earth. He filled the Earth with all sorts of created things and He created humans in His own image. And when He did all of that, He said it was very good. And He loved His creation. He knew that His creation would not always love Him back and He knew that the consequences of that would be very painful. 

Before God created you, He knew every worry you would ever have. He knew every burden that would weigh you down in your life. He knew every painful word, action and thought that you would experience. 

And before you experienced one of those harmful things, God put a plan in place to make it all right. He put a plan in place to restore you and redeem you and lift you up. And that plan is still playing out. You might be tired of waiting. But I promise the wait will be well worth it. 

At the right time, He will lift you up in honor. Because He cares for you. So cast all your worries on Him. 

Peter told the churches to humble themselves under God’s power, cast all their cares on Him, and stand firm against Satan’s attacks. Peter gave one last big of encouragement to wrap things up.

1 Peter 5:10-11 (NLT)
In his kindness God called you to share in his eternal glory by means of Christ Jesus. So after you have suffered a little while, he will restore, support, and strengthen you, and he will place you on a firm foundation. All power to him forever. Amen.

If I’m in the arena, and the guy to my left steps up and assures me he’s going to take care of the lion, my fears and anxieties are going to let up a little bit. But then when he does slay the lion, all of my fears and anxieties will be gone. All that will be left is joy. Joy will be the only thing left because the threat will be eliminated. 

Let me give you some good news. The threat in your life has already been eliminated. When Jesus died on the cross, Satan was defeated. Our victory is secure. There’s no longer any question about it. If you are in Christ, you can take joy in knowing that the prowling lion, Satan, has already been defeated. 

Now, Satan still has power in this world, for now. God is being patient in hopes that more and more people will turn back to Him. But rest assured, Satan has already been defeated and his power will be completely taken away when the time is right. And when that happens, there will be nothing left but joy. 

For the first century Christians who were being persecuted so severely, this assurance and call to humbly submit to God must have been so helpful.  But this message can be helpful for us too. Because if we are in Christ, we know that our suffering is temporary, and our time has yet to come. And when it does arrive, it will be glorious. 



Before we wrap up, let’s step back into the gladiator arena one more time. The crowd cheers and jeers. The lion roars. The gate opens. You are shoved into the arena and then the gate closes. You are now face to face with an angry, hungry, roaring lion who can kill you with one swipe of his paw or one snap of his jaw. You have a helmet, but it won’t protect you from the attacks of the lion. You have a shield, but it will only hold up for so long. You have a dull sword but it’s no match for the power of the beast. 

But you are not alone. There is someone standing beside you. He is much bigger and stronger, and He knows how to defeat the lion. And He is willing to do it for you. He is offering to fight for you.

Have you accepted that offer yet? Have you decided to follow Jesus? If not, let me encourage you to do that tonight. It’s the best decision you can ever make. He will fight your battles. He will make you victorious. 

Now, I need to warn you that there is a cost to making this decision. Because Jesus expects you to make Him both Lord and Savior of your life. As Lord, He expects you to submit to Him. He expects you to do what He says. He expects you to follow Him all your days. As Savior, Jesus expects you to lay down everything else that you are trying to use to save yourself. Full devotion is the only type that pleases Him. 

But I promise you, if you give Jesus your full devotion, He will give you so much more. He will make it all worth it for you. Love, joy, peace… these can all be yours in Christ. 

For those of you who are already saved, I want to challenge you to a deeper devotion to your savior. Are you still bogged down by all the cares and worries of your life? What’s getting in the way of complete surrender to Christ? Is something or someone else winning your heart right now? Identify that and surrender that to Christ too. 

What’s holding you back? Give your life to Jesus and follow him. You won’t regret it.
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