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 CONTEXT 
Students need to understand that it is essential for them to preach the Gospel no matter the cost. They have a heritage of people giving their lives in the name of Jesus.
This should give them confidence in what they believe.

 STORY 
Talk about a time when you were ostracized for your faith. What happened? How did you feel? What did you do? What did you learn about yourself? What did you learn about God?

 QUESTIONS TO ASK YOUR STUDENTS – HEAD 
1. Have people ever treated you differently because you did not think the same way about something? How so?
2. Have people ever treated you differently because of your faith? How so?
3. What are you willing to give up or lose for your faith? How so?
4. What are you not willing to lose or give up for your faith? How so?

 SETTING THE STAGE FOR SCRIPTURE 
Paul is addressing his imprisonment and encouraging the Philippians that it is in the best interests of the Gospel and that God is using it to draw people to Himself. He also attempts to encourage them in their persecution and suffering.


 PHILIPPIANS 1:12-30 
Read the passage aloud so students can hear. You may even want to read it more than once so students get an opportunity to digest the words.
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 QUESTIONS TO ASK STUDENTS IN LIGHT OF THE PASSAGE 
1. What stands out to you about this passage?
a. Words
b. Themes
c. Characters
2. What has happened to Paul?
3. What do you think about him seeing it as good for the Gospel?
4. Would you be willing to suffer for being a Christian? How so?
5. What is It that gives Paul hope while in prison?
6. Could you have the same perspective as Paul in Prison? How so?
7. How does this challenge your faith?


 TEACHING/ EXPLANATION 
Verses 12-14 – Paul begins by acknowledging that ending up in prison has served the Gospel. The Philippians were worried about him, but he assured them that God was using his captivity.

He also says it is an encouragement to other believers that he can proclaim the Gospel in such dire circumstances.

I often wonder how I would respond in a situation like this. Would I be bold like Paul? Or shrink back and worry about my life and whether I will lose it.

For us, it is not likely we will ever end up in a situation like this, but there are moments when we are presented with clear opportunities to preach the Gospel, but it will cost us.
· Hanging out with friends, and we could share, but we know it’s going to make things awkward
· Friends making bad decisions, and we know if we talk to them about Jesus, they are going to be upset
· Seeing other people being bullied and not sticking up for them because of what it will cost us
· Being seen as weird
· People talking about us behind our backs
· The list goes on

Verses 15-18 – There are also some who are preaching the Gospel with the wrong motive. It is possible they were preaching Christ to gain political power or to cause strife and more problems for Paul while he was in prison. Paul does not mind this because the Gospel is being preached either way.

For us, this is an opportunity for us to examine our motives as we preach the Gospel. It should never be for anything else other than Jesus.

Verses 19-26 - Paul acknowledges that he may die in prison. But he concludes this is not a bad thing. If he dies, he gets to be with Jesus. But if he lives, he gets to serve the body of Christ and continue to tell people about Jesus.

Paul isn’t intentionally putting himself in harm’s way; he is acknowledging where God has placed him and is confident that whatever he faces next, he will do so with the grace of God covering him.

This is because Paul will stand before those governing the area he is imprisoned in, and he intends to preach the Gospel, whether this costs him his life or not.
Paul acknowledges that the easier thing would be for him to die and be with Jesus, but the harder thing

is to stay alive and serve God’s people. He intends to choose the harder thing for the sake of the Gospel.
It makes me wonder how God might be calling us to choose the hard thing for the sake of the Gospel.

Some of us know that if we live out our faith more publicly than we do, it will cost us something. But if you think about it, this makes our faith all the more real.

The cool thing is, we don’t have to experience these challenges alone. We can band together as Christians and encourage each other as we live out our faith in the world.

Verses 27-30 – The apostle ends this part of the letter by calling the Philippians to have the same mindset he does and, in doing so, is calling us to the same.

· We are to live in a way that is worthy of the Gospel in our conduct and speech.
· We are to continue to proclaim the Gospel and not worry about those who oppose us
· Remember, it has been given to you, not just to believe but to suffer for him, Paul says. This is one of the marks of being a Christian.

 TAKEAWAYS: 
· Hardship in our lives can serve to advance the Gospel, depending on how we respond to it.
· No matter where we find ourselves and no matter the cost, we should be willing to proclaim the Gospel
· Part of following Jesus is suffering for Him.

Transition to Small Groups If you have not already or refer to the small group notes to continue the conversation.


 WHAT WE USED IN PREPARATION 
Fee, Gordon D. Paul’s Letter to the Philippians. Eerdmans, 2009.
Martin, Ralph P. Philippians: An Introduction and Commentary. Nottingham: Inter-Varsity Press, 2008. Melick, Richard R. Philippians, Colossians, Philemon. Nashville, TN: Broadman Press, 1991.
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