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 CONTEXT 
There is nothing we can do to justify ourselves before God. It is faith in Christ that does this.

What we do in this life matters in how we imitate Christ and live for the sake of building His Kingdom.

The Kingdom calls us to give up what status we have in this life for our own ends and use it for the sake of the Gospel.
Paul threw It all away for Jesus; students must be prepared to do this too.

 STORY 
Talk about a time when you decided to use some status or influence you had for Jesus instead of yourself. What happened? What was the deciding moment? What did you do? How did people respond? What did you learn about yourself? What did you learn about God?

 QUESTIONS TO ASK YOUR STUDENTS – HEAD 
1. What is your favorite good deed to do for people?
2. Have you ever used your influence in a place or space to share the Gospel? How so?
3. Would you be willing to give up what you care about most in the life for the Gospel? How so?
 SETTING THE STAGE FOR SCRIPTURE 
Paul is sharing his story in a way that reflects that of Jesus’ story in chapter 2. He does not consider all he had before to be worth anything but aims to pour His life out for the Gospel and share in the sufferings of Christ. He is challenging us to do the same.

He is also warning the Philippian church not to fall into the legalism that he was once a part of by reminding them of what he went through to get to where he is now.

 PHILIPPIANS 3:1-21 
Read the passage aloud so students can hear. You may even want to read it more than once so students get an opportunity to digest the words.
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 QUESTIONS TO ASK STUDENTS IN LIGHT OF THE PASSAGE 
1. What stands out to you about this passage?
a. Words
b. Phrases
c. Themes
2. What does Paul mean by the flesh?
3. Why does he tell us to put no confidence in the flesh?


 TEACHING/ EXPLANATION 
Verses 1-3 – Paul is reminding the Philippians not to believe in those false teachers proclaiming that to be a faithful Christian, you must believe in Christ and follow the Jewish law.

Paul is telling the Philippians, don’t go back! Remember, we just came from this, and it isn’t going to give you what Christ has given you.
Good deeds cannot save us. We cannot do enough good work to make ourselves right before God.

Verses 4-6 – Paul claims that if anyone could be justified by works, it is him. He did everything a Jew was supposed to do when they were supposed to do it.
Studied under all the right teachers and defended his Jewish faith to the point where he would kill Christians. Based on the law he was without fault.

Now this wasn’t Paul saying he was without sin; he is saying he did everything he was supposed to do as a Jew, and it still is not enough.

Verses 7-9 – Paul goes on to say that everything he had gained in his life was worth nothing. He wanted nothing to do with it; all he wanted was Christ.

He lost everything for the sake of Jesus and willingly did so. We must ask ourselves, are we willing to do the same thing?
Are you willing to say yes if God calls you to something unexpected?
Verses 10&11 – How could Paul talk like this and live like this?

He was focused on Jesus. What mattered to Him most was being with Jesus and experiencing the resurrection that is to come.
This completely reordered the way he lived his life.

Now we may never be in the position that Paul is in (a prison), but we should ask ourselves if we are ordering and shaping our lives around Jesus with the same passion as Paul.

Verses 12-14 – Paul knew he did not fully know Jesus yet, but he was committed to deepening his relationship with Jesus and understanding of him as long as he lived. He wasn’t going to look back to what he had before; he was going to press on deeper into what was before him.

Verses 15-17 – Those of us who understand the significance of what Paul is saying should cling to this with both hands and give all we must living in the same way.

They were also to look at others who were great examples of Christian character in the community and imitate them.

Verses 18&19 – Those religious leaders that are opposing Paul are boasting in their ability to eat the right foods, and the fact that they are circumcised. They are trying to get people to believe they can be justified before God by their works and status. Paul is emotional as he writes this because Paul knows they are leading people away from
the Gospel. He says their end is destruction, meaning they will stand before God and be held accountable for their lives, without Jesus’ sinless, perfect life to cover them.

Verses 20&21 – Paul ends by reminding the Philippians and us that our citizenship is not here but in Heaven. Our earthly status, doesn’t matter; our works do
not matter. What matters is our faith in Christ’s sacrifice for us.

This is what makes us right before God.

In the end, when Jesus returns to do away with sin, we will also finally know what it is like to live with Him as he intended from the beginning.

We do good works as an expression of faith, not because we are trying to earn faith but because it cannot be earned.

 TAKEAWAYS: 
· Paul has no confidence in the flesh, and neither should we
· Status and works do nothing for us before God
· Everyone must place their faith in Jesus to be made right with God

Transition to Small Groups If you have not already or refer to the small group notes to continue the conversation.


 WHAT WE USED IN PREPARATION 
Fee, Gordon D. Paul’s Letter to the Philippians. Eerdmans, 2009.
Martin, Ralph P. Philippians: An Introduction and Commentary. Nottingham: Inter-Varsity Press, 2008. Melick, Richard R. Philippians, Colossians, Philemon. Nashville, TN: Broadman Press, 1991.
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