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 CONTEXT 
Being a Christian cost everything. Students need to know that this is what the faith requires of them. The chances of them ever being in this type of situation in the West is unlikely; however, they should be willing to give up anything to follow Jesus.

 STORY 
Talk about a time you were persecuted for your faith (this is different than being ostracized). OR
Share a story of a missionary in recent history who was persecuted or died for their faith.

 QUESTIONS TO ASK YOUR STUDENTS – HEAD 
1. Have you ever been persecuted for your faith? How so?
2. Why would someone put themselves in a position where this could happen to them?
3. Should Christians go to dangerous places to share their faith? How so?

 SETTING THE STAGE FOR SCRIPTURE 
Paul now turns his attention to the Philippian’s struggle with the persecution they were experiencing because of their faith. He encourages them to look to Christ as their example of how to deal with the trouble they were experiencing.


 PHILIPPIANS 2:1-18 
Read the passage aloud so students can hear. You may even want to read it more than once so students get an opportunity to digest the words.
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 QUESTIONS TO ASK STUDENTS IN LIGHT OF THE PASSAGE 
1. What stands out to you about this passage?
a. Words
b. Themes
c. Characters
2. Why is it essential to put on Christ in our relationships?
3. How does Paul describe what Jesus does for us? Why is this important?


 TEACHING/ EXPLANATION 
Verses 1-4 – Paul continues his thoughts from chapter one on living out the faith according to Christ’s example. The apostle appeals to Philippian’s experience of Christ as grounds for what he says next:

· Have you felt His love?
· Have you experienced His Spirit?
· Have you felt His tenderness and compassion?
If you have, then you should express this toward your brothers and sisters in Christ!
Verses 5&6 – Paul affirms the importance of behaving like Christ in our relationships.

¬Even though Jesus is God, He did not try to hold His position but submitted to the will of the Father.

We see in Genesis that Adam lacked submission to the Father’s will and attempted to become like God in eating the fruit.
In this, there is a choice for us to make. Who will we imitate? Will it be Christ, or will it be Adam?

Verse 7 – Jesus leans into His humanity and lays aside His divinity. This is important. Jesus doesn’t cheat when He comes to earth, using His divinity to accomplish whatever He desires. He instead lives fully into His humanity, walking with the Father in faith as we are to do.

Verse 8 – God doesn’t just come to earth, but He comes to earth to die, He allows Himself to be humiliated on the cross while being fully innocent, and in dying, He pays the penalty for our sin, so that we can be reconciled to God through faith.

Verses 9-11 – But Christ does not stay dead, He is resurrected, inaugurating the Kingdom that will now be forged in the hearts of those who believe. Because of this, He is exalted, and God the Father has given Him authority over everything.

Paul is affirming that both Jesus is God and that His life is one we should imitate.
Christ pours out His life for the sake of others, and we should do the same as His followers.

Verses 12&13 – In light of this, the apostle urges the Philippians to continue to work out what it means to live this out as a community fully committed to Jesus, looking to Him as the example.

We must do the same.

But we must also recognize our need for God’s help and grace in this. We can only do this if God is working in us to bring it about.

Verses 14-16 – Paul reminds the Philippians that it is important for them to do the work to live in unity without grumbling or complaining.


There is some evidence to suggest the Philippians may have been suing each other like the Corinthians were and this was not something that brought honor to Jesus.

When we publicly fight with each other we make those around us who don’t believe more skeptical of Jesus.

When we live in unity and love one another, we are showing those around us that this is what living in the Kingdom of God looks like.

Verses 17&18 – Paul acknowledges to the Philippians that he may not make it out of jail, but to remember that this is not something to be sorrowful about, but rejoice, because it is for the sake of the Gospel.


 TAKEAWAYS: 
· Put on Christ in your community
· Christ does not grasp at a position with God the Father but humbles Himself in obedience
· He dies a humiliating death but is resurrected and paves the way for entrance into the Kingdom for everyone who believes
· His example of humility and selflessness until death is something we should imitate

Transition to Small Groups If you have not already or refer to the small group notes to continue the conversation.


 WHAT WE USED IN PREPARATION 
Fee, Gordon D. Paul’s Letter to the Philippians. Eerdmans, 2009.
Martin, Ralph P. Philippians: An Introduction and Commentary. Nottingham: Inter-Varsity Press, 2008. Melick, Richard R. Philippians, Colossians, Philemon. Nashville, TN: Broadman Press, 1991.
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